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JEFFERSON COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ PROCEEDINGS 
August 26, 2024 

 
 
At 8:30 A.M., Chair Sandquist called the regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors to order. 
 
Board members present were:  Dee Sandquist, Chairman; Lee Dimmitt, Vice-Chairman; Susie 
Drish, Supervisor. 
 
 
Public comments:  None.     
 
 
It was moved by Dimmitt, seconded by Drish that the minutes for the August 19th, 2024 meeting 
be acknowledged.  All “Aye”.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Supervisors met with the County Engineer. 
 
 
It was moved Dimmitt, seconded by Drish to approve award of contract for Libertyville Road 
Bridge Reconstruction Project: BRS-C051(72)—60-51 to low bidder, Iowa Bridge and Culvert, 
L.C.  All “Aye”.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Supervisors met with the Ambulance Director. 
 
 
Supervisors discussed the locks at the Ambulance base. 
 
 
The Board discussed VA Transportation through 10-15 Transit. 
 
 
It was moved by Dimmitt, seconded by Drish that the following resolution be approved: 
 

RESOLUTION IN THE JEFFERSON COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE  
 

WHEREAS, Iowa Code section 331.903 states that the number of deputies, assistants, 
and clerks for each office shall be determined by the board and the number and approval of each 
appointment shall be adopted by a resolution recorded in the minutes of the board, and 

 
WHEREAS, Jefferson County Sheriff desires to step increase one Correctional Officer 

salary to full pay, therefore, 
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BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors of Jefferson County, Iowa, that the 
Jefferson County Sheriff is authorized to step increase the salary for Correctional Officer, Ashely 
Pohren. 

 
BE IT ALSO RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors of Jefferson County, Iowa, that 

Ashely Pohren’s salary, step increases from $44,154.81 to full pay of $49,060.90 per year, 
effective September 16th, 2024. 
 

Passed and approved this 26th day of August, 2024. 

Dee Sandquist 
ATTEST:       Susie Drish 
Scott Reneker       Lee Dimmitt 
Jefferson County Auditor 
 
 
It was moved by Dimmitt, seconded by Drish that the following resolution be approved: 
 

RESOLUTION IN THE JEFFERSON COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE  
 

WHEREAS, Iowa Code section 331.903 states that the number of deputies, assistants, 
and clerks for each office shall be determined by the board and the number and approval of each 
appointment shall be adopted by a resolution recorded in the minutes of the board, and 

 
WHEREAS, Jefferson County Sheriff desires to step increase one Correctional Officer 

salary to full pay, therefore, 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors of Jefferson County, Iowa, that the 
Jefferson County Sheriff is authorized to step increase the salary for Correctional Officer, Garrett 
Houghmaster. 

 
BE IT ALSO RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors of Jefferson County, Iowa, that 

Garrett Houghmaster’s salary, step increases from $44,154.81 to full pay of $49,060.90 per year, 
effective October 1st, 2024. 
 

Passed and approved this 26th day of August 2024. 

Dee Sandquist 
ATTEST:       Susie Drish 
Scott Reneker       Lee Dimmitt 
Jefferson County Auditor 
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Supervisors discussed the Fiscal Year 2023 School Resource Officer Funding Agreement with 
Cardinal Community School District. 
 
 
At 9:00 A.M., Drish moved, Dimmitt seconded that the public hearing on the Wind Ordinance be 
opened.  All “Aye”.  Motion carried. 
 
Chair Sandquist called for public comments.  Public comments received were as follows:  
 
Julie Greeson:  A wind turbine fell over the weekend with no adverse weather.  That could have 
been a catastrophe. 
 
Patrick Bosold:  Tama County has an ordinance on the books, and he suggests not reinventing 
the wheel.  He believes the developers did it right there. 
 
Thomas V:  The proposed setbacks are extremely restrictive.  He suggests that 2 times the height 
or 1500 feet would be more reasonable.  He stated that the Linn County Ordinance has lots of 
protections for the County specifically on decommissioning and disaster incidents. 
 
Michael Moore:  Coal plants are polluting the State, then the energy goes to other states.  Wind 
turbines have saved a lot of farms from going out of business.  Landowners receive $18,000-
$25,000 per year for a turbine.  He suggests learning from the wind energy company how much 
the County can expect in tax dollars. 
 
Margaret Dwyer:  Alliant Energy doesn’t promote micro-grids and doesn’t benefit from them 
directly.  She sees a need to enhance the electric grid and asked if we don’t do wind or solar, 
what are we going to do as an alternative? 
 
Brent Adam:  Use coal, don’t reinvent the wheel.  Hog buildings are set back 2,640’ because 
they’re a nuisance, turbines are a nuisance they should be set back 2,640’ too.  We are the ones 
who are going to live amongst them, and we don’t want them. 
 
Julie Greeson:  The people who are in favor of the wind turbines don’t live in the County.  
Maharishi Vedic City council members are not in favor of them. 
 
Jared Hershberger:  Wind turbines are not new for Iowa.  The turbines are adding to, not taking 
away from the coal-powered grid.  A ½ mile set back is too far to be buildable because the 
turbines have to be connected, it would have to be closer to ¼ mile.  The projects are voluntary.  
It’s a good option for income for small farms.   
 
Denise Hall:  Concerned about windmill near Pekin being a distraction for kids with ADHD.  
Asking the Supervisors for a ½ mile set back. 
 
Jordan Molkenthin:  The people who are in favor of the turbines do not live near them.  He’s 
concerned about distractions and negative side effects for kids going to Pekin. 
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Michael Moore:  Coal is more expensive than wind energy and it pollutes. 
 
John Greiner:  He talked to four farmers who have turbines and three said they would do it again. 
There is a difference between hog confinements and wind turbines.  The people who object will 
show up to the meetings, not the people who are in favor.  The taxes on the turbines are 
significant. 
 
John Miller:  Would like the city to consider a turbine at the south end of OB Nelson Park. 
 
Patrick Bosold:  It’s established science that coal plants kill people.  We need to stop burning and 
use renewable energy. 
 
It was moved by Drish, seconded by Dimmitt to close the public hearing at 9:18am.  All “Aye”.  
Motion carried. 
 
Dimmitt moved, seconded by Drish to suspend the rules to discuss and consider passing the wind 
ordinance today.  All “Aye”.  Motion carried. 
 
It was moved by Dimmitt, seconded by Drish to adopt Chapter 5-40 Ordinance Establishing the 
Regulation of Commercial Wind Energy Systems in Jefferson County as it is currently 
constituted.  No call for vote. 
 
 
It was moved by Dimmitt, seconded by Drish to adopt the following Resolution pertaining to 
fund transfers. 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
WHEREAS, it is desired to transfer $ 65,000  from the General Basic Fund (0001) to the 
General Supplemental Fund (0002) and 
 
WHEREAS, said operating transfers are in accordance with the Code of Iowa, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Supervisors of Jefferson County as 
follows: 
 
The sum of $  65,000  is ordered to be transferred from the General Basic Fund (0001) to 
the General Supplemental Fund (0002) effective August 26, 2024. 
 
The Auditor is directed to correct his books accordingly and to notify the treasurer of this 
operating transfer accompanying the notification with a copy of this resolution and the record of 
its adoption. 
 
The above and foregoing resolution was adopted by the Board of Supervisors of Jefferson 
County, effective August 26, 2024, the vote thereon being as follows: 
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AYES:      NAYS: 
Dee Sandquist     None 
Susie Drish 
Lee Dimmitt 
 
ATTEST: 
Scott D. Reneker     
County Auditor     
 
 
It was moved by Dimmitt, seconded by Sandquist to approve the safety manual class for County 
Employees.  All “Aye”.  Motion carried. 
 
 
It was moved by Drish, seconded by Sandquist that Leon Connelly and Joan Salts be re-
appointed to the Jefferson County Historical Preservation Commission for 3-year terms from 
September 1, 2024-August 31, 2027.  All “Aye”.  Motion carried. 
 
 
It was moved by Sandquist, seconded by Dimmitt to approve doing gutter and related work at the 
DHS building.  All “Aye”.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Dimmitt reported on his 10-15 Transit and Early Childhood meetings.  Sandquist reported on her 
ISAC meetings.   
 
 
It was moved by Dimmitt, seconded by Sandquist to allow the claims against the county in the 
amount of $76,570.65 and to direct the county auditor to issue checks against the various funds 
of the county in payment of the claims allowed.  All “Aye”.  Motion carried. 
 
 
It was moved Dimmitt, seconded by Drish to adjourn.  All “Aye”.  Motion carried. 
 
ATTEST: 
Scott D. Reneker    Dee Sandquist, Chairman 
County Auditor    Board of Supervisors 


