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JEFFERSON COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ PROCEEDINGS 
June 23, 2025 

 
 
At 8:30 A.M., Chair Dimmitt called the regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors to order. 
The meeting was held in the First Floor meeting room of the Jefferson County Courthouse.  
 
 
Board members present were:  Lee Dimmitt, Chairman; Susie Drish, Vice-Chairman; Joe 
Ledger, Supervisor. 
 
 
It was moved by Drish, seconded by Ledger that the minutes for the June 16th, 2025 meeting be 
approved.  All “Ayes”.  Motion carried.  
 
 
Supervisors discussed and considered Jackson Point Progressive Housing Corp tax abatement 
request. Ledger motioned to abate their taxes. Drish seconded. Dimmitt amended motion to abate 
pending the draft of a resolution. Ayes: Drish and Ledger. Abstain- Dimmitt.  
 
 
Supervisors met with Courthouse Maintenance Supervisor. 
 
 
Supervisors met with Jason at Ottumwa Glass to discuss and consider south door bid. Ledger 
motioned to approve Option 2 of bid and to use ARPA funds, $36,100. Drish seconded. All 
“Ayes”. Motion carried.  
 
 
The board discussed and considered mini-splits in courthouse.  
 
 
Supervisors met with the County Engineer. 
 
 
At 9:18 a.m. Joe Ledger motioned to open public hearing on closing Velvetleaf railroad bridge. 
Susie Drish seconded. All “Ayes”. Motion carried.  
 
Public comment: Dave Pacha: Pleasant Plain Road. David Graber: Owns ground North of bridge, 
would be 5 ½ miles extra to check cows. Steve Burgmeier: County does inspections on bridges, 
railroad has to fix bridge or give grade crossing. Railroad fixed bridge before 2012. The county 
would spend the $100,000 in no time. Andy Long: Railroad owns the bridge, negligent on bridge 
for years. Inconvenience to put up with. Joe Burgmeier: Very well-traveled, winter cows, would 
spend two hours extra per day to haul feed wagons. Lives to the West, trains don’t stop where 
they are supposed to. Michelle Burgmeier: Been stuck on Umber crossing because of ice and 
crossing East of town too. Train across Spruce is crossing all the time and crossings go down to 
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one lane. Wayne Nisely: If taking horses across tracks, feet get caught in tracks. It’s nice to have 
a bridge. Also has a greenhouse business on that road. Roger Ashby: A lot of people use that, 
replaced one low depth culvert which flooded road before, safety for fire department and 
ambulances. Marian Graber: Why was the decision to close that crossing? Not many accidents. 
Steve Burgmeier: railroad just wants to close all the crossings. Amos Graber: Constantly uses the 
bridge, truck traffic, GPS takes them across the bridge, city of Lockridge has a 15 ton limit. 
Umber or County Line for access if you close this bridge. Bridge gets slick in winter; look at 
alternate options like grade crossings. Andy Long: revenue off the railroad.  
 
 
Ledger motioned to close public hearing at 9:51 a.m. Drish seconded. All “Ayes”. Motion 
carried.  
 
 
Supervisors discussed and considered closing Velvetleaf railroad bridge. Lee Dimmitt motioned 
to not close bridge at Velvetleaf. Drish seconded. All “Ayes”. Motion carried.  
 
 
Supervisors discussed and considered Iowa DOT Agreement for Traffic Safety Improvement 
Funding Program. Dimmitt motioned to approve. Drish seconded. All “Ayes”. Motion carried.  
 

 
 

The board met with the Ambulance Director. 
 
 
Supervisors discussed setting a public hearing date for Ambulance Offset County Ordinance. 
Dimmitt motioned to set date of July 7th, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. Drish seconded. All “Ayes”. Motion 
carried.  
 
 
The board met with Bob Ferguson to discuss and consider Top 7 Intelligent Communities. Ledger 
motioned to participate in this if the City, Chamber, and Grow Fairfield also participate. Ledger 
amended the motion to include $500 contribution contingent upon collecting $1500.00 to come 
out of CARES money. Drish seconded. All “Ayes”. Motion carried.  
 
 
 
At 10:45 a.m. Supervisors discussed and considered setting temporary speed limit reductions for 
Pleasant Plain Road, Douds Road, and 110th street. Dimmitt motioned to set temporary speeds to 
45 mph until September 1st, 2025. Ledger seconded. All “Ayes”. Motion carried.  
 
 
 



 
 

3

The board discussed and considered funding for detox services. Drish motioned to allow one year 
of $1,350.00 starting July 1st, 2025 from opioid funds. Ledger seconded. All “Ayes”. Motion 
carried.  
 
 
Supervisors discussed and considered resolution appointing Darcy Wibstad as HR/Accounting 
Deputy, Jefferson County Auditor. Dimmitt motioned to approve. Drish seconded. All “Ayes”. 
Motion carried.  
 

RESOLUTION 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED that Darcy Wibstad is hereby appointed as HR/Accounting Deputy 
Jefferson County Auditor effective July 1, 2025. 
 
 Adopted this 23rd day of June, 2025. 
 
 
 AYES      NAYS 

Susie Drish     None 
Joe Ledger 
Lee Dimmitt  

 
 ATTEST: 
 Christy Conner 
 County Auditor 
 
 
It was moved by Drish, seconded by Dimmitt that Leia Craff be appointed to the Jefferson 
County Progressive Housing Authority to fill the vacant 3-year term ending September 29, 2027.  
All “Aye”. Motion carried.  
 
 
Supervisors discussed and considered subdivision ordinance. Set work session for June 27 th, 
2025 at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
The board discussed job description and duties of Courthouse Maintenance Supervisor.  
 
 
Committee Reports: Drish attended Extension meeting, Maasdam Barns, Jackson Point meeting, 
and Work Force meeting. SEMCO did not have a meeting. Ledger attended meeting at City Hall 
and Jackson Point. Dimmitt attended Jackson Point meeting. 
 
 
Public Comments: None 
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It was moved by Ledger, seconded by Drish to allow the claims against the county in the amount 
of $377,343.73 and to direct the county auditor to issue checks against the various funds of the 
county in payment of the claims allowed.  All “Ayes”.  Motion carried. 
 
 
  
It was moved by Drish to adjourn. Ledger seconded. All “Ayes”. Motion carried.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
   
Christy L. Conner    Lee Dimmitt, Chairman 
County Auditor    Board of Supervisors 
 
 
 


