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JEFFERSON COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ PROCEEDINGS 
August 10, 2026 

 
 
At 6:00 P.M., Susie Drish called to order the Public Hearing for the Data Center Ordinance. The 
hearing was held in the second floor Courtroom of the Jefferson County Courthouse.  
 
 
Board members present were:  Susie Drish, Chairman; Joe Ledger, Vice-Chairman; Lee 
Dimmitt, Supervisor. 
 
It was motioned by Dimmitt, seconded by Ledger to go into public hearing. All “Aye”. Motion 
carried. 
 
The board called for public comments. Public comments were as follows: 
 
Drish spoke about the length of time they have been in talks about writing a data center 
ordinance for the County. She wanted a review of the results of the public survey that was sent 
out by the City of Fairfield. Patrick Bosold responded that there were 623 responses and most 
were overwhelmingly against data centers.  
 
Drish asked for a show of hands of how many people in the room are against data centers and 
how many people are in favor of a moratorium.  
 
Jeff Shipley spoke on how this is a statewide issue popping up everywhere and feels that a 24-
month moratorium would be appropriate.  
 
Taylor Ross commented that she is for passing an ordinance right away. She would like to see 
“noise” requirements in the enforcement section of the draft. Also requested a 24-month 
moratorium.  
 
Marg Dwyer spoke on if a data center does come, there need to be studies that make sure the 
resources they create are beneficial and not detrimental to our community.  
 
Tom O’Donnell commented that data centers would need controls over them if we were to get 
them. He recommended solar panel usage and closed group systems. 
 
Kathryn B would like more specificity around water usage in the ordinance. What happens 
during a drought? Data center should be responsible for any price increases in energy and 
transparency by the company is necessary to communicate any changes the center would 
anticipate.  
 
Paul Merrill has watched YouTube videos on issues arising after data centers are built. There are 
no benefits to the county. 
 
Paul Winer commented that local control needs to stay available on these issues. 
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John Congdon stated that we do not need data centers to live a good life. They are damaging to 
basic freedoms and environment.  
 
Bob Grecco asked if there were any current businesses that would already meet the criteria of a 
data center that the ordinance defines. Taylor Ross stated that the ordinance defines a continuous 
use facility which current businesses do not utilize.  
 
Doug Bricker stated that the ordinance draft should change the 5MW statute to a lower rate and 
recommends the Board reconvene after the moratorium is passed. 
 
Rich Sage commented that our water is finite and once it is gone, it is gone.  
 
Gretchen Russ stated that she works in manufacturing and Brown Outs happen during power 
shortages. Extra strain could be put on businesses and employees if data centers were to come.  
 
Laya reported that a 24-month moratorium is necessary and we owe it to future generations to 
keep our resources safe. 
 
Patrick Bosold requests revision of the ordinance for the Community Investment requirement 
and would like to see testing and monitoring requirements extended.  
 
Holly Moore would like to see a 24-month moratorium with an option to extend. 
 
Diane Rosenberg also requested a 24-month moratorium. 
 
Jean Grecco asked about the resolution for a moratorium applying to zoning.  
 
Steve Taylor commented that the Jordan Aquifer supports many parts of Iowa and would like 
specifics on the drawdown already happening to the aquifer from data centers.  
 
Charlie Adam would like the community to be able to vote on this issue instead of just the Board 
voting. 
 
Drish commented that the comments from the public hearing will help them further work on this 
and they will vote the following day on the ordinance.  
 
Ledger motioned to close the public hearing. Drish seconded. All “Aye”. Motion carried. 
 
6:45 P.M. Adjourn.  
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